Make Your College Life Worth It — The Smart Student's
Roadmap

<" Who Is This For?

If you're a first-year college student wondering "College ke 4 saal mein kya karna chahiye?" — this
roadmap is for you. Whether you failed JEE, got an average college, or feel lost — this plan can help you

build skills, earn money, and stand out from 95% of your batch.

‘s PHASE 1 — BUILD YOUR BASE (Month 1-2)

Goal: Learn 1 language + Problem Solving skills

Step 1: Learn a Coding Language

Pick C, C++, or Python (start with what's taught in college).
Free Platforms to Practice:

e HackerRank
e LeetCode (Easy/Beginner)
e CodeStudio by Coding Ninjas

e Codeforces (for contests)
Practice Strategy:

e Focus on if-else, loops, arrays, strings at first

e Aim: Solve 50 basic problems in 1-2 months

PHASE 2 — LEARN WEB DEVELOPMENT (Month 3-6)

Goal: Build Real Projects, Learn What Gets You Internships

Step-by-Step Stack:

¢ 1. Web Basics (Month 3)

Technologies: HTML, CSS, JavaScript + DOM

Project: Personal Portfolio Website

*

2. Frontend (Month 4)



e Technology: React.js: Components, Props, Hooks, JSX

e Project: Task Manager App

¢+ 3. Backend (Month 5)

¢ Technology: Node,js + Express: Routing, Middleware, REST APIs

e Project: Blog API or Notes Backend

¢ 4. Database (Month 6)

e Technologies:

e MongoDB with Mongoose
e PostgreSQL with Prisma ORM

e Project: User Auth system

¢ Bonus Tools (Learn in Parallel)
e Git & GitHub (very important)
¢ Tailwind CSS (for frontend speed)

e Postman (for API testing)

%~ PHASE 3 — STAND OUT (Month 7-12)

Goal: Get Internships, Start Freelancing, Build Network

Build Final Full Stack Project: Job Board App

Tech Stack:

e React + Tailwind
e Node + Express
e PostgreSQL + Prisma

e Authentication & Deployment (Vercel, Render)

Start Documenting Your Journey
e Post your progress on LinkedIn/Instagram

e Remember: Documenting > Showcasing

Apply for Internships Via:



e [nternshala
e AngellList

e Cold DM startups on LinkedIn

Start Freelancing On:
e Fiverr

e Upwork

Final Advice from Ankush

"l didn't wait for placement season. | built skills, created content, taught juniors, and started my agency

within 2 years. You can too — but only if you start now."

f Connect & Learn More

Follow @howankush07 for free tips, resources, and mentorship

-~ Quick Reference Checklist

Phase 1 (Month 1-2): Completed

Choose programming language (C/C++/Python)
Set up HackerRank/LeetCode account
Solve 50 basic problems

Master basics: if-else, loops, arrays, strings

Phase 2 (Month 3-6): Completed

Month 3: HTML, CSS, JavaScript + Portfolio
Month 4: React,js + Task Manager App
Month 5: Node,js + Express + Blog API
Month 6: Database + User Auth System
Set up Git & GitHub

Learn Tailwind CSS & Postman

Phase 3 (Month 7-12): Completed
Build Job Board App (Full Stack)

Deploy project online

Start LinkedIn content creation



Apply to 20+ internships
Create Fiverr/Upwork profiles

Network with industry professionals

Pro Tips for Success

1. Consistency over Intensity: Code for 2 hours daily rather than 14 hours once a week
2. Build in Public: Share your learning journey on social media

3. Focus on Problem-Solving: Don't just learn syntax, learn to think

4. Network Early: Connect with seniors, industry professionals, and peers

5. Document Everything: Keep a learning journal and project portfolio

@ Expected Outcomes After 12 Months

¢ Technical Skills: Full-stack web development proficiency

e Portfolio: 4-5 solid projects to showcase

e Network: Industry connections and mentors

¢ Income: Potential freelancing earnings of ¥10,000-50,000/month
e Opportunities: Internship offers and job prospects

e Confidence: Stand out from 95% of your batch

This roadmap is designed to transform your college experience from average to exceptional Start today, stay

consistent, and watch your career prospects soar.

Remember: The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second best time is now.



